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THE OWNERS Wiorel and’ .
Yvonne:Scheumar, wh/ -'

run theirown construgtio
company, and their dalighi
Emmi, three. :
THE PROPERTY Athrel
storey converted bakery:in:
Cologne, Germany. On:the
ground floor, there's an
open-plan kitchen/dining/
living area, with steps that
lead'to:a mezzanine TV.
room, bathroom and a
multifunctional 'space that
can serve as a playroom,
guestiroom or office, plus

a courtyard. Upstairs are
two bedrooms, a bathroom
and roof terrace and in the |
basement a larger bathroom
and what will eventually
become a sauna.

VIEW FROM*
KITCHEN=
Designedibyarchitectiioehe
Reetz, the oak-and:meta]™
staircase forms a'sculptural
elementinthecentrelofithe.
open:plan-ivingrarea.
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IDINJING AREA

flnitially, Wiorel and Yvonne

chose a différent dining table;
butbecause it didn'tquite suit
the raom, they moved it to their
company's office and bought

:thisvintageoneinstead.

GET THE LOOKThe set of
Master chairs are by Philippe.

* Starck and Eugeni Quitllet for

Kartell. These are Vasman deck
ehalrs bylkea and the Bistro
table by Fermob; seen in
courtyard beyond.
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DINING' AREA
/Theflooris poured asphalt,
whilethe ceilingiscovered
in/greyacoustic panels:
GET.THELOOK The Trippilrapp
chiildischairs from Stokke. This
display ¢abinetis by Habitat.
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: \ drawingorihelping
NGETTHELOOK The
are from Gaggenau and the tap.
is from Bora, These are Revolver
bar stools by Leon Ransmeier for
Wrong forHay. The celling lights
are from Molto Luce.
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LIVING AREA
Thewallsthroughout the !
house are plastered rathert
than painted; which'gives them
anice patina:Their.greyis
complemented by.elementsof
warm wood-andblack metals
GETTHE LOOK The Mags sofa
isbyHay: The rugisby Habitat;
The cushions are from lke

e e
B e e e
e e s

CI%%H:CE%AL

asphalt flooring and expansive windows —as first homes go, this one
sets the bar pretty high. Owned and conceived by Wiorel and Yvonne
Scheumar, it’s located in Cologne, Germany. Once a working-class area,
this neighbourhood’s charming post-war architecture is now home toa
swathe of hip boutiques and cool eateries, creatives and young families
—just like this one.

‘It's such adynamic place to be, we knew we wanted to live here,
says Yvonne. ‘But that was about the only criteria we had — the rest was
up for grabs.” The couple had considered a few properties before they
spotted this building on the internet in 2012. A former bakery, it was
ina particularly poor state and located in an inconvenient back yard
surrounded by neighbouring buildings. Undeterred, Wiorel and Yvonne
putinan offer and immediately secured the services of architect and
designer Jochen Reetz. His brief? To create a cosy, embracing home
that was filled with natural light.

Unfortunately, this wasn’t quite as simple as it sounds. Local building
regulations greatly restricted what Jochen could achieve, so it was
decided that the best option was to work within the property’s original
dimensions. ‘After many long discussions, the building department
allowed Jochen to add inan atrium, Wiorel explains. ‘It was a great relicf,
as otherwise we would have had huge problems getting enough light
into the building With the plan in place, the bakery was dismantled in
October 2013, leaving only three boundary walls intact. A pre-fabricated
timber structure was then installed: “T'his went up very quickly, adds
Wiorel. ‘Plus, it only required three hours of crane work, which helped
keep our new neighbours happy?”

Despite pretty much starting afresh, the duo were conscious not to
neglect the history of the building. ‘It was our idea to retain the bricks
from the bakery, Yvonne explains. ‘We cleaned each one by hand and
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re-laid them in the new atrium and courtyard. It was quite a task, but it’s
nice to think that the material of the old structure has been used in the
new. This exterior brickwork also provides a striking contrast to the
sleek interior, which has been configured so that most rooms have
access to or overlook one of these outside areas. “They give us so much
natural light all day, Yvonne says. ‘In summer, we open up all the sliding
glass doors to create extraliving space. It's fun to sce the neighbours’
kids and our daughter riding their little bikes from inside to out.’

Although the main building work took only six months to complete,
the family moved in before it was finished, when just one bedroom and
bathroom were habitable. ‘We wanted to grow with the building and to
getafeel forit before buying things, such as sofas or dining chairs,’ says
Wiorel. ‘We even lived in darkness for a while because we couldn’t find
quite the right light fixtures.’ Although the couple are still on the hunt
foralarge artwork to hang behind the sofa, furniture has been kept to
aminimum. What's made the grade is a mixture of flea-market finds,
pieces from Ikea and Habitat, plus a scattering of designer brands,
suchas Hayand Kartell.

One thing Wiorel and Yvonne didn’t need to think about, though,

:as the colour scheme. The dramatic grey and black palette may be
an intimidating choice to many, but it was an easy decision for them.
‘We don’tlike to live in white rooms, says Yvonne. ‘We feel much more
comfortable in darker spaces.’ Add to these shades clements of warm
wood and graphite metal and you have an interior that looks both
cosy and exclusive. ‘We wanted to create a hideaway for all occasions,
Yvonne explains. ‘Sometimes, we close all the curtains, light a candle
and enjoy the cave-like feeling.’

Sowhat’s next for this young family and their first home? ‘After
months of building and living on-site, we’re just looking forward toa
normal life,’ says Yvonne. “This place has given us a new-found encrgy
and we're enjoying being here. We're also awaiting the birth of our new
baby (aboy) and are very excited and imagining how our life will be
when weare four - or even more!’

Learn more about the Scheumar’s construction company at
scheuman.de. See more of Jochen Reetz’s portfolio at diiip.net
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LIVING AREA
‘Allyouneedtoturnahouse
intoahomeare.cosy.places;
perfectlighting, inspiring books,
abathtub—andawell-stocked

kitchen!"says Yvonne.

GET THE LOOK Both the
rocking chairand mirrorwere.
flea-market finds. The Alseda
polftesare by lkea.
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LIVING AREA

The Jadderleadstothe
mezzanine level; where
the couple go towateh!TV:

Home truths
WHAT'S THE BEST PIECE
OFADVICE YOU'VE EVER:
RECEIVED? Wiorel: Always be
ontime. Yvonne:There are no
details=everylittle counts.
WHAT'S YOUR FAVOURITE
BOOKZWiorel: Builtto Lastby
Jim Collins - itidentifies'18
visionary.companies and sets
outtodetermine what's
special aboutthem. Yvonne:
SearchnsideYourselfby
CGhade-MengTan. It'sabout
developing emotional
intelligence through
mindftlness:
IFYOUGOULDLIVE
ANYWHERE ELSEIN.THE
WORLD; WHERE WOULDIT
BEZBoth:Inthe Scottish
countryside = it's'so beautiful.
GATS ORDOGS?Both: Dogs,
although we don'tcurrently
haveone;

WHAT'S ON.YOUR BEDSIDE
TABLE? Wiorel:Business
books:Yvonne: Books abotit
holisticnutrition.
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FIRST-FLOOR
BATHROOM

Thisis the most used of the
house’s three bathrooms.
[t's designed to be highly
functional, soincludes twin
basins and a walk-in shower,
rather than a bath.
GETTHE LOOK The
sanitaryware is from online
retailer Reuter and the Loop tiles
in the shower area are by
German companyJasba.

GUEST ROOM/ A
PLAYROOM/OFFICE
This multifunctional space may
be called the joker-raumin
German, butit's still dressed in
an on-trend fashion.

GETTHE LOOK Thisis lkea's
Fillsta pendant; Stockholm
cushion, centre; and Lappljung
Ruta cushion, right.
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T'he blueprint
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MASTER BEDROOM
The furniture comprisesa bed,
side tablesand pendant hghts
—the bare essentials.

GET THE LOOK The pendants
were picked up at a flea market
and the side table was a present
fromYvonne's father. The soft
furnishings are from lkea.

(€33(01011180)5 ) K{0]0) 33

@BEDROOM

W

ROOF
TERRACE

{

|

MEZZANINE
TV.ROOM

[CLLT

BATHROOM

Biioogazal
ILSYIN

FIRST FLOOR

See more great houses
: L=] athousetohome.co.uk/ :
(2222 house-tours :

FOR CONTACTS see lifestyleetc.co.uk/stockists




